Recurrent craniofacial dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans: long-term prognosis after close surgical removal.
Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans (DFSP) is a low-grade malignant neoplasm of the dermis that rarely manifests in the craniofacial area. In this retrospective analysis, we investigated the long-term survival of 7 patients with recurrent craniofacial DFSP. This study includes all patients in our department with recurrences of DFSP between 1989 and 2006. All patients were treated by radical surgery with 1-cm free safety margin in every direction and remained in routine long-term follow-up for tumor patients. Two of the 7 patients showed a local recurrence, which was again successfully treated surgically with the same technique. Advanced reconstruction with free full-thickness skin transfers, regional flaps, and forearm flaps, respectively, was required in 5 of the 7 patients. The other 2 patients were reconstructed locally. The long-term prognosis of craniofacial DFSP can be assessed optimistically even if the tumor already reoccurred. All 7 patients included in this study are still alive and so far not suffering from local recurrence. Advanced reconstructive techniques are often required in the management of reoccurring craniofacial DFSP. Late recurrences have been reported; therefore, a long-term follow-up for these patients should be considered.